FACT SHEET
PANGA
Pterogymnus laniarius
Family: Sparidae
Other common names: Panga seabream, Dikbekkie

Description

A small, bream-shaped ﬁsh, which is a pinkish-red colour above and
white below. They have several narrow blue horizontal stripes
running along the ﬂanks.

Distribution

Endemic, Yyzerfontein in the Western Cape to Kei Mouth in the
Eastern Cape.

Habitat

Predominantly on deep, low and high-proﬁle reef and to a lesser
extent on mud and sand, down to depths of 120 m.

Feeding

Predominantly crabs but with polychaete worms, brittle stars and
small ﬁshes also present in their diet.

Movement

Juveniles and sub-adults are found in a large nursery area on the
central Agulhas Bank. After maturation adults disperse throughout
their range.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

They reach maturity between 23-29 cm total length and an age of
about 4-5 years. Spawning occurs predominantly on the Agulhas
Bank throughout the year.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 41 cm fork length and a weight
of 1.5 kg. They have been aged to a maximum of 16 years.

Current status

The Panga stock has historically been assessed as being
underexploited with the spawner biomass at approximately 67% of
the pristine level. More recent declines in catch rates in the
commercial line-ﬁshery oﬀ Port Alfred have been attributed to a
change in ﬁsher behaviour and economics rather than a decrease in
actual stock abundance. They have been evaluated as Least Concern
on the IUCN Red List (2014).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List:
Orange (largely due to the inshore trawl by-catch).
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Capture

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Reference

Prior to 1992 panga was targeted by foreign trawlers operating in
South African waters. During the period 1992-95 it comprised 63% of
the South African inshore demersal trawl-ﬁshery and 11% of the
deep sea demersal trawl-ﬁshery in the southeastern and southern
Cape. They are also important to the oﬀshore commercial line-ﬁshery
in the southeastern Cape where it made up an average of 16.5% of
total landings between 1985-2007. Of little importance to the
recreational ski-boat ﬁshery due to their small size but sometimes
used as bait.
Daily bag limit: 10 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): The recent establishment of the
Agulhas Bank MPA and, particularly the areas zoned for no bottom
ﬁshing, will likely provide protection for this species.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

