FACT SHEET
DUSKY SHARK
Carcharhinus obscurus
Family: Carcharhinidae
Other common names: Ridgeback grey shark, Donkerhaai

Description

A large shark with a broadly rounded snout. The general body colour
is dusky grey with slightly darker ﬁn tips and a white underside. The
presence of a distinct inter-dorsal ridge between the ﬁrst and second
dorsal ﬁns is a characteristic feature of this species.

Distribution

Circumglobal in tropical and warm temperate waters. In southern
African waters they are mainly found along the eastern seaboard
from Cape Agulhas northwards into Mozambique.

Habitat

Adults are pelagic in warm waters of the outer continental shelf in
depths of 200-400 m, with adult females coming inshore to pup.
Juveniles are found in the surf-zone oﬀ sandy beaches along the
KwaZulu-Natal coast and in shallow bays along the south-eastern
Cape coast.

Feeding

Adults feed primarily on bony ﬁsh, small sharks and rays. Juveniles
feed almost exclusively on bony ﬁsh especially species such as
sardines, mackerel, grunter and sea breams.

Movement

A migratory species. Small sharks undertake a southerly migration
from the core nursery area in central-southern KwaZulu-Natal to the
eastern and southern Cape but do not appear to remain in Cape
waters in winter. It is therefore possible that not all young sharks
undertake the migration. Large sharks move inshore seasonally from
the outer shelf.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

They only reach maturity at a size of 210 cm precaudal length and an
age of 17-20 years. Mating and most of the 16-month gestation period
occurs away from KwaZulu-Natal near-shore waters. They have a
prolonged breeding season with most pregnant females dropping
their pups in autumn and winter. Pupping occurs in near-shore
waters between Richards Bay and Port Edward but the central area
adjacent to the Thukela Banks may be preferred. They are viviparous
and produce litters of between 3-16 pups.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 284 cm precaudal length (377 cm
total length) and a weight of 450 kg. They are very slow growing and
have been aged up to a maximum of 70 years.

Current status

The current status of dusky sharks in South African waters is not
known. However, they have a very low rate of intrinsic population
increase and there has been a signiﬁcant decline in catches made by
the KwaZulu-Natal Sharks Board between 1978-2010. They have been
evaluated as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List (2007).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List:
Not assessed.

Capture

Neonates and juveniles are exploited in KwaZulu-Natal and Eastern
Cape waters by recreational shore anglers and commercial ski-boat
ﬁshermen. Most sharks caught in the competitive shore ﬁshery are
now released. Juvenile, adolescent and adult dusky sharks are
captured in the protective shark nets and on drumlines in
KwaZulu-Natal. Dusky sharks are also occasionally taken as by-catch
in the oﬀshore pelagic long-line ﬁshery.

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Daily bag limit: 1 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): MPAs are probably of limited eﬀect
for this highly migratory species. However, no-take MPAs that are
within the core nursery area such as the uThukela Banks MPA will
provide protection for young pups.
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