FACT SHEET
ZEBRA
Diplodus hottentotus
Family: : Sparidae
Other common names: Wildeperd, Bontrok, Five-ﬁnger bream

Description

A deep-bodied ﬁsh with a silvery white to yellowish colour and 6
distinct vertical black bars.

Distribution

Endemic found from False Bay to southern Mozambique. Angolan
population is considered to be a diﬀerent species.

Habitat

Adults are found on rocky reefs in the surf-zone and on deeper reefs
to depths of over 60 m. Juveniles are found in intertidal rock pools,
subtidal gullies and estuary mouths. Eggs and larvae are mainly found
inshore, probably throughout their distributional range.

Feeding

Adults specialize by feeding on polychaete worms and amphipods
but will also eat crustaceans, urchins, brittle stars and molluscs.
Juveniles feed on small polychaete worms, amphipods, copepods and
chironomid larvae.

Movement

A highly resident species.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

Age and growth

Current status

They mature at a length of 30 cm and an age of 6 years. No sex
change has been recorded and there are an equal number of males
and females. Spawning takes place in spring and early summer
(Aug-Dec) around inshore reefs throughout their distribution.

They can reach a maximum size of about 60 cm total length and a
weight of 5.4 kg. They have been aged up to a maximum of 33 years.

Although a relatively common species, there are some signs of
localised overexploitation in heavily ﬁshed areas. Evaluated as
Least Concern on the IUCN Red List (2009).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Red.

DO NOT BUY

Capture

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Reference

Caught primarily by shore anglers where it is of moderate importance
throughout its distribution, although seldom caught in large numbers.
Prefers baits such as red bait, squid and prawn. Larger specimens are
occasionally shot by spearﬁshers.

Daily bag limit: 5 per person per day
Minimum size limit: 30 cm total length
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: No sale recreational species
Marine protected areas (MPAs): Zebra beneﬁt from protection in
coastal no-take MPAs throughout their distribution due to their high
level of residency.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

