FACT SHEET
WHITE MUSSELCRACKER
Sparodon durbanensis
Family: Sparidae
Other common names: Brusher, Silver steenbras, Wit biskop

Description

A powerful ﬁsh with a big blunt head and a broad ridge between
the eyes. Overall silver in colour and white beneath. Juveniles are
characterised by their orange ﬁns.

Distribution

Endemic, Cape Point to Thukela River in KwaZulu-Natal.

Habitat

Adults are found over high-proﬁle, inshore reefs down to depths of
20 m. Juveniles are found in intertidal rockpools, subtidal gullies and
over shallow subtidal reefs.

Feeding

Gastropod molluscs, crabs, red bait, sea urchins and polychaete
worms.

Movement

Juveniles and sub-adults less than 60 cm fork length are resident in
the inshore zone, while a proportion of the adult population are
thought to undertake a seasonal eastward spawning migration to
Transkei and southern KwaZulu-Natal.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

Age and growth

Current status

They reach maturity at 35 cm fork length at an age of about 5 years.
Spawning takes place in spring and summer (August-January) and
ripe ﬁsh have been observed throughout their distribution. Adults
are known to form spawning aggregations in shallow water at night.
They can reach a maximum size of 103 cm fork length and a weight
of 22.2 kg. They have been aged up to a maximum of 31 years.
The stock status of white musselcracker has not been assessed.
However, it is estimated that the stock has declined to approximately
20% of the unﬁshed level. They have been evaluated as Near
Threatened on the IUCN Red List (2014).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Red.

DO NOT BUY

Capture

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Reference

An important target species in the recreational shore ﬁshery and
spearﬁshery. Very seldom caught oﬀshore from boats. This species is
a powerful and respected adversary. They will take a range of
diﬀerent baits and ﬁght strongly, with large adults sometimes
squashing hooks in their powerful jaws.
Daily bag limit: 2 per person per day
Minimum size limit: 60 cm total length
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: No sale recreational species
Marine protected areas (MPAs): The Tsitsikamma and De Hoop
MPAs have been shown to provide valuable protection for white
musselcracker. It is therefore likely that all no-take MPAs with
suitable inshore habitat in the Eastern and Western Cape will
provide refuge for resident populations of this species.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

