FACT SHEET
WHITE-EDGED ROCKCOD
Epinephelus albomarginatus
Family: Serranidae
Other common names: Captain Fine, Witrand-klipkabeljou

Description

A robust rockcod that is light brown in colour and covered with
numerous darker brown spots. The pectoral and pelvic ﬁns are bright
yellow, and the outer edge of the ﬁrst dorsal ﬁn is also yellow. The
margins of the second dorsal, caudal and anal ﬁns are white.

Distribution

Endemic, found along the south-east coast of southern Africa from
Quissico, Mozambique to East London.

Habitat

Found on deep rocky reefs (normally deeper than 50 m), to at least
120 m.

Feeding

Crustaceans, ﬁsh and squid.

Movement

Appears to be resident based on limited tag-recapture data. Likely to
be some northward movement of adults from southern to northern
KwaZulu-Natal, as no spawning occurs south of Durban.
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Reproduction

Females mature at 34 cm total length at an age of about 3 years. It is
believed that they change sex from female to male, with the smallest
male observed being 59 cm total length. Spawning takes place in
summer (October-February) on deep reefs in northern KwaZulu-Natal
and in southern Mozambique.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 87 cm total length and a weight of
12.3 kg. They have been aged up to a maximum of 15 years.

Current status

A stock assessment conducted in the late 1990s showed that the
stock had collapsed to approximately 23% of their pristine spawner
biomass. There have been no subsequent assessments but available
catch data does not show any evidence of recovery. They have been
evaluated as Vulnerable on the IUCN Red List (2018).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Orange for
South African caught ﬁsh, Red for ﬁsh imported from Mozambique
where they continue to be heavily overexploited.
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Reference

They make a fairly small contribution to both recreational and
commercial ski-boat catches in KwaZulu-Natal. Slightly more
important to semi-industrial lineboat catches in southern
Mozambique.

Daily bag limit: 5 per person per day
Minimum size limit: 40 cm total length
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): The iSimangaliso MPA is particularly
important as it provides protection in deeper water where this
species is found. It is also where the main part of the South African
spawning population is likely to occur. The Ponta do Ouro MPA also
provides some protection for this species in southern Mozambique
waters.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

