FACT SHEET
KING MACKEREL
Scomberomorus commerson
Family: Scombridae
Other common names: Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel, Cuda, Couta, Katonkel

Description

A large, elongate ﬁsh with a streamlined body, a pointed snout and
sharp teeth. Their colour is blue-grey above, silvery on the sides and
white below. Numerous irregular, dark, vertical bars mark the ﬂanks.

Distribution

Widespread in warm waters of the Indo-Paciﬁc, distributed from
South Africa north along the east coast of Africa to the Red Sea, east
along the south coast of Asia as far north as China and Japan and
south to Australia. Common in Mozambican and KwaZulu-Natal
waters, rarely extending as far south as Mossel Bay.

Habitat

Pelagic, extending from the edge of the continental shelf inshore to
shallow coastal waters. Younger ﬁsh tend to shoal in similar size/age
classes.

Feeding

Mainly feed on open water pelagic baitﬁsh species such as sardines,
scads, mackerel and small tuna but will opportunistically take other
species such as lizardﬁsh and small reef ﬁsh.

Movement

Adults migrate southwards during summer (November-March) into
KwaZulu-Natal waters from Mozambique and return during winter.
This probably represents a feeding migration as little spawning has
been recorded in KwaZulu-Natal waters.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

Males mature at 65-71 cm and females at 82-110 cm fork length,
equivalent to an age of approximately 1 and 2 years respectively.
Spawning occurs during spring and summer (September-January)
mainly in warmer Mozambican waters.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 220 cm fork length and a weight
of 46.4 kg. They have been aged to a maximum of 14 years in
southern African waters and 16 years elsewhere.

Current status

The stock has been assessed as being optimally exploited with the
spawner biomass at 49% of its pristine level. However, catches are
highly variable from year to year, probably driven by pulses of
recruitment. Heavy ﬁshing pressure on this stock in Mozambican
waters is cause for concern. They have been evaluated as Near
Threatened on the IUCN Red List (2011).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Green for
line-caught ﬁsh in South African waters, Red for king mackerel caught
in Mozambique.
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Capture

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations
Reference

Very important in the recreational and commercial ski-boat lineﬁshery
and spearﬁshery in KwaZulu-Natal and Mozambique. Historically,
king mackerel was a prime target of the KwaZulu-Natal commercial
lineﬁshery, however in recent years, primarily for economic reasons,
it is has become more of an opportunistic catch in this ﬁshery. Rarely
taken by recreational shore-based anglers. Juveniles are caught in
the artisanal beach-seine ﬁshery and as a by-catch of the prawn-trawl
ﬁshery in northern Mozambique. Recently large catches have been
taken by foreign-ﬂagged ﬁshing vessels in Mozambican waters.
Daily bag limit: 10 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): Probably receive little protection
from MPAs due to their highly migratory nature.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

