FACT SHEET
EAGLE RAY
Myliobatis aquila
Family: Myliobatidae
Other common names: Common eagle ray, Arendrog

Description

A diamond-shaped body that is 1.7 times wider than it is long and the
tail is twice the length of the body. Colour is uniform dark brown to
black above and pale below. A small dorsal ﬁn is situated just behind
the large ﬂeshy pelvic ﬁns and the tail has one or two serrated spines
near its base.

Distribution

From the North Sea to South Africa in the eastern Atlantic, including
the Mediterranean. Also recorded oﬀ Kenya in the Western Indian
Ocean but this may be a separate species. In southern African waters
recorded from Angola to northern KwaZulu-Natal.

Habitat

This semi-pelagic ray is mainly found in cooler, inshore areas,
normally in less than 50 m and readily enters shallow lagoons and
estuaries. However, they have also been reported oﬀshore in depths
of over 500 m.

Feeding

Carnivorous, feeding on molluscs, crabs, hermit crabs, polychaete
worms and small ﬁsh.

Movement

Little known but large aggregations of adults have been reported
suggesting seasonal migration.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

Males mature at about 54 cm and females at 60 cm disc width.
Little known about their breeding season or pupping areas. They are
ovoviviparous (aplacental viviparity) and give birth to 3-7 young after
a 6-8 month gestation period.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 147 cm disc width and a weight
of 59.2 kg. They have not been aged.

Current status

This species has not been assessed and little is known about their
current status. They have been evaluated as Data Deﬁcient on the
IUCN Red List (2009).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List:
Not assessed.

Capture

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Reference

Commonly caught as a by-catch by recreational shore anglers and are
speciﬁcally targeted during shore angling competitions, but most are
released. Adults and juveniles are caught as a by-catch in inshore
trawls and in the beach seine ﬁshery in the Western Cape. Although
often captured in the shark nets in KwaZulu-Natal, 65-70% are
released alive.
Daily bag limit: 1 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): Protection of this species is
probably provided in many no-take MPAs in the Eastern and
Western Cape with suitable habitat.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

