FACT SHEET
DIAMOND RAY
Gymnura natalensis
Family: Dasyatidae
Other common names: Butterﬂy ray, Backwater butterﬂy ray, Rem-vlinderrog

Description

The body is unmistakeably diamond shaped and twice as wide as it is
long. The short tail is one third of the disc length and has one or two
sharp, serrated spines. The body colour is mottled brown to olive
providing exceptionally good camouﬂage against a sandy bottom.

Distribution

Endemic, from southern Namibia around the South African coast to
southern Mozambique.

Habitat

Shallow surf-zone oﬀ sandy beaches, estuaries and oﬀshore banks
to a depth of 75 m.

Feeding

Mainly bony ﬁsh, but crustaceans, molluscs and polychaete worms
supplement the diet.

Movement

Tag-recapture results suggest that this species is highly mobile with
a mean distance travelled of 244 km. However, as yet there are no
clear migratory patterns evident.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

Males mature at a size of 100 cm disc width and females at 150 cm
disc width. This corresponds to an age of approximately 2 and 6
years for males and females respectively. Pregnant females have
been recorded in Durban Bay from January to August. Pupping is
thought to occur oﬀ shallow sandy beaches and bays. Large numbers
are caught every year between Richards Bay and the Thukela River in
KwaZulu-Natal during summer following strong north-easterly winds
and it is thought that this may be a breeding aggregation. They are
ovoviviparous, have a 12 month gestation period and produce
between 2-9 pups.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 250 cm disc width and a weight of
120 Kg. They have been aged up to 24 years.

Current status

Capture

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Reference

Not assessed. However, catches have increased signiﬁcantly in the
KwaZulu-Natal competitive shore angling ﬁshery over the past few
years, probably as a result of more eﬀective targeting. Evaluated as
Data Deﬁcient on the IUCN Red List (2006).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List:
Not assessed.

Commonly targeted during shore angling competitions but most are
released. Historically comprised a large percentage (12.9%) of the
by-catch taken in prawn trawls oﬀ the Thukela Banks during summer,
with a high associated release mortality. Occasionally caught by boat
anglers but seldom kept. Often caught in the shark nets oﬀ certain
KwaZulu-Natal beaches but most released alive. Adults and juveniles
are occasionally caught as a by-catch in the beach seine ﬁshery oﬀ
Durban and in False Bay.
Daily bag limit: 1 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): This species receives protection in
a number of no-take MPAs along the eastern seaboard of South
Africa. The uThukela Banks MPA is probably particularly important
for the protection of breeding aggregations of this species.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

