FACT SHEET
CATFACE ROCKCOD
Epinephelus andersoni
Family: Serranidae
Other common names: Brownspotted rockcod, Katgesig-klipkabeljou

Description

An elongate ﬁsh which is light brown in colour with numerous dark
brown spots scattered over the body. The head has two or three
oblique brown stripes running from the eye to the back of the gill
cover. Sometimes a line of white spots is present on the back,
especially in juveniles.

Distribution

Endemic to the eastern seaboard of southern Africa, found from
Quissico in southern Mozambique to Knysna in the Western Cape.
Some individuals have recently been caught as far south as the
De Hoop MPA.

Habitat

Rocky reefs from the surf-zone to depths of 70 m, but rarely
recorded on coral reefs.

Feeding

Crustaceans, small ﬁsh and squid.

Movement

Based on tag recapture studies this species appears to be largely
resident. Some individuals do undertake extensive northward
movements in excess of 400 km. There are anecdotal reports of
migrating shoals and this is possibly a "pioneer" species capable of
locating and occupying reefs vacated by other species.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

They mature at 43-49 cm total length at an age of 3-4 years.
Generally, males mature earlier than females, and some females may
change sex to male. Spawning occurs from September to February,
mainly in the northern parts of their distribution, with little evidence
of spawning south of Durban.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 87 cm total length and a weight
of 9.4 kg. They have been aged up to a maximum of 11 years.

Current status

The catface rockcod stock is believed to be optimally exploited but
the stock assessment needs to be updated. They have been
evaluated as Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List (2018).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Orange.

THINK TWICE

Capture

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Reference

Caught by all sectors of the lineﬁshery including shore angling,
spearﬁshing and recreational and commercial ski-boat ﬁshing,
where it makes a moderate contribution.

Daily bag limit: 5 per person per day
Minimum size limit: 50 cm total length
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): Breeding adults of this species
likely receive protection in the Ponto do Ouro, iSimangaliso and
Thukela Bank MPAs. While they are abundant in the Aliwal Shoal,
Protea Banks and Pondoland MPAs, these ﬁsh are not
reproductively active. There is however, some evidence of adult
movement northwards from these protected areas.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

