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Faux turtle dissection
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Turtle Dissection
A big problem that turtles face out in the ocean is litter. Often litter that gets
dropped on land, gets washed down the drain and out into the sea. Floating
around in the water, plastic bottles and bags start to deteriorate, and often turtles
mistake them for Jellyfish and eat them. Baby turtles are also attracted to eating
small brightly coloured pieces of plastic that they mistake for food. Children can be
taught in exciting ways to be responsible for their litter. One way is through a faux
turtle dissection to see the effect that litter has on animals in the ocean.

For your faux turtle you will need:

• The carapace (top) and plastron (bottom) cut outs and the identification chart.
• A stapler and some glue.
• Sponge for the lungs (we used a pink make-up sponge cut in half).
• Something squishy or rubbery for the heart.
• A surgical or kitchen glove with the fingers tied and then turned inside 		
out for the stomach.
• A balloon for the bladder.
• Jelly for the stomach contents.
• Pieces of litter cut up e.g. plastic bag, plastic bottle tops or rings, ear 			
buds, straws.
• A tray and a pair of scissors

How to make your turtle:
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Conducting the dissection:

Cut out both the carapace and plastron templates.
On the carapace (top), attach the lungs and heart in
position with a little glue.
Having tied the glove fingers and turned it inside out, fill it 		
with some of the litter and then some of the jelly			
and tie it closed.
Place small pieces of litter in the balloon and fill with water
and tie closed.
Glue the stomach and the bladder onto the top carapace 		
in position.
Then staple or glue the plastron (bottom) to the top. It is
ideal to glue the flippers and head together with a thin strip of
glue or just staples around the edge of the body.
Leave to dry overnight before you do the dissection.

When you are ready to conduct your dissection, introduce the
children to the concept of marine litter and the effects that it
has on the environment. Then with your faux turtle on the tray,
get the children to turn it upside down and cut open the underneath side (you would have glued the organs to the top). They
can then use the identification sheet to work out the different
organs. Then get them to cut open the stomach and the bladder to investigate the contents.
You can then discuss what was found in the turtle’s stomach
and bladder and after using our recycle guide, discuss why it
is so important that we make sure that litter goes in the bin so
that it can be recycled and therefore not end up in the ocean.
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Turtle Dissection Identification sheet

Items that have been found inside a real turtle’s stomach
http://akumalsealife.blogspot.com/
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Turtle plastron (bottom side)
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Turtle carapace (top)
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