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RED STEENBRAS

Petrus rupestris 
Family: Sparidae 

Other common names: Copper steenbras, Rooi steenbras

Description

The largest member of the seabream family. This powerful fish has 
large canine-like teeth, a fusiform shape and a coppery-red colour. 
Juveniles have a dark blotch at the tail end of the second dorsal 
fin. Adult males become more yellow in colour with black 
markings on the head and back. 

Distribution Endemic, found between Sodwana Bay and Cape Point. 

Habitat

Adults are found on deep rocky reefs in depths of 50-160 meters. 
Juveniles are found on shallower inshore reefs (10-50 m) between 
Cape Point and Kei Mouth. There is no record of the eggs and larvae 
of this species. 

Adults are apex predators on deep reefs feeding mainly on reef fish 
such as fingerfins and smaller seabreams. They also feed on squid, 
octopus and crustaceans, such as slipper lobsters. Juveniles feed on 
crustaceans and small reef fish.

Feeding

Movement

Juveniles less than 70 cm are resident on reefs in the Western Cape 
and the southern parts of the Eastern Cape. On attaining maturity, 
adults migrate eastwards to the Transkei and southern KwaZulu-
Natal where they remain. They also exhibit an offshore migration 
between the inshore and offshore Agulhas Banks. 
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They mature at a length of 63 cm and an age of 7 years. They do not 
change sex and there are an equal number of males and females. 
Spawning occurs during spring (Aug-Oct) and there is some indication 
that adults may form spawning aggregations. 

Reproduction

Age and growth They can reach a maximum size of 200 cm total length and a weight
of 70 kg. They have been aged up to a maximum of 55 years.

Current status

This species has been heavily overexploited over the past 150 years 
and the population is now considered to be at less than 5% of its 
pristine level. Evaluated as Endangered on the IUCN Red List (2009). 
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Red.

Historically red steenbras was important in both recreational and 
commercial skiboat catches throughout its distribution. More 
recently the only areas where reasonable numbers are still caught are 
in the Border and Transkei regions of the Eastern Cape. Historically 
red steenbras used to be caught by shore anglers in False Bay, but 
this has not happened for many years. Occasional specimens are still 
taken by spearfishermen. 

Capture

Current 
recreational 

fishing 
regulations

Daily bag limit: 1 per person per day
Minimum size limit: 60 cm total length
Closed Season: 1 October to 30 November
Other regulations: No sale recreational species
Marine protected areas (MPAs): Juvenile red steenbras benefit from 
protection in coastal no-take areas in the Eastern and Western Cape 
such as Addo, Tsitsikamma and Goukamma, while adults have 
benefitted from protection in MPAs situated in the core areas of their 
distribution such as the Pondoland, Dwesa-Cwebe and the Amathole 
MPAs.
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