FACT SHEET
LARGESPOT POMPANO
Trachinotus botla
Family: Carangidae
Other common names: Wave garrick, Wave trevally,
Largespotted dart, Grootkol-pompano
Description

Oval-shaped body with a deeply forked tail. Bright silver in colour
with 1-5 large black spots on sides. Dorsal, anal and caudal ﬁn lobes
extended and dark blue in colour.

Distribution

Widespread Indo-Paciﬁc species from Eastern Africa, Madagascar,
Sri Lanka, Eastern and Western Australia. In South African waters
mainly found along the KwaZulu-Natal coast and northwards into
Mozambique, seldom seen south of Port St Johns.

Habitat

Inhabits shallow coastal waters, often preferring the rough surf-zone
along sandy beaches and rocky ledges. Juveniles found in the
shallowest part of the surf-zone where they are at times stranded by
receding waves. Intolerant of fresh or turbid waters.

Feeding

Crabs, molluscs and small ﬁsh. Juveniles feed on tiny ﬁsh and
planktonic crustaceans. They often have a parasitic ﬁsh louse
attached to their tongue.

Movement

Tag-recapture studies have shown that this species is fairly resident
in the surf-zone with a home range of a few kilometres in extent.
However, some ﬁsh have undertaken extensive movements in
excess of 100 km.
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Reproduction

They mature at a length of 25 cm fork length and an age of just over 2
years. They have an extended summer spawning season from
November to February and are known to spawn along the northern
KwaZulu-Natal and southern Mozambique coasts.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum length of 60 cm total length and a weight
of 2.5 kg. They have been aged up to 6 years.

Current status

The South African population of this fast-growing ﬁsh has been
assessed and is believed to be underexploited with the population
still at 75% of its pristine level. However, there are signs of local
depletion in heavily ﬁshed areas. They have been evaluated as Least
Concern on the IUCN Red List (2017).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List:
Not assessed.

Capture

Important in the recreational and subsistence shore ﬁshery in
northern KwaZulu-Natal and southern Mozambique. They are often
targeted by anglers using ﬂies and small lures. They will also readily
take bait and ﬁght strongly on light tackle.

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Daily bag limit: 5 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: No sale recreational species
Marine protected areas (MPAs): Catch rates and mean size of ﬁsh in
no-take areas of the iSimangaliso MPA are greater than in adjacent
exploited areas showing that this species beneﬁts from spatial
protection.
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