FACT SHEET
GREY GRUNTER
Pomadasys furcatus
Family: Haemulidae
Other common names: Banded grunter, Grys knorder

Description

A small, deep-bodied grunter with a steep head proﬁle and a short
snout. Overall colour is silvery grey with horizontal brown stripes
along the upper body.

Distribution

Indo-West Paciﬁc including the east coast of Africa, Madagascar,
Red Sea and Indonesia. In southern African waters common in
southern Mozambique and northern KwaZulu-Natal but rare south
of Durban.

Habitat

A shoaling species that inhabits shallow inshore reefs and sandy
areas close to reefs, mainly in the surf-zone.

Feeding

Small crabs, shrimps, mole crabs and polychaete worms

Movement

Tag-recapture data have shown that this species is
extremely resident with a home range size of less than 1 km2
in extent.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

Little known, but they are believed to reach maturity at about 20 cm
TL. Spawning has been recorded in spring and probably takes place
throughout their distribution.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 50 cm total length and a weight
of 1 kg. This species has not been aged.

Current status

Not assessed and their current status in South African waters is not
known. However, research in the iSimangaliso MPA in northern
KwaZulu-Natal showed a rapid stock recovery following the
implementation of the beach vehicle ban in 2002. They have been
evaluated as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List (2018).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List:
Not assessed.

Capture

A small ﬁsh species commonly caught by subsistence ﬁshers and
recreational shore anglers along the KwaZulu-Natal north coast. They
feed aggressively after dark and are known to strip a well prepared
bait in seconds.

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Daily bag limit: 10 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): This resident species is abundant in
coastal areas of the iSimangaliso MPA and receives protection within
the zoned inshore no-take areas within this reserve.

Reference

Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

