FACT SHEET
GREAT BARRACUDA
Sphyraenidae barracuda
Family: Sparidae
Other common names: Groot barrakuda

Description

A streamlined, elongate body with a long, pointed snout and
fang-like teeth. Silvery in colour with short black bars along the sides
above the lateral line. The tail, second anal and dorsal ﬁns are dark
with white tips.

Distribution

Tropical and subtropical Indo-Paciﬁc but not in the eastern Paciﬁc.
Also in western and eastern Atlantic. In southern African waters
mainly from KwaZulu-Natal northwards but occasional specimens
may be found as far south as Port Alfred.

Habitat

Adults mainly found over coral reefs and seagrass beds down to at
least 100 m. Juveniles found in tropical mangrove areas and
estuaries but also in the sea.

Feeding

Piscivorous feeding on prey species such as needleﬁsh, halfbeaks,
puﬀers, kingﬁsh and mullet.

Movement

Some evidence of nomadic behaviour in adults but juveniles are
resident, especially those found in estuaries.
www.saambr.org.za

Reproduction

Males mature at 55 cm and females at 70 cm fork length at an age of
2 and 3 years respectively. Spawning occurs in summer and has been
reported from tropical waters of East Africa.

Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 180 cm fork length and a weight
of 38.6 kg. They have not been aged.

Current status

The stock of great barracuda has not been assessed in South African
waters. They have been evaluated as Least Concern on the
IUCN Red List (2015).
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List:
Not assessed.

Capture

Juveniles are frequently caught in ﬁsh traps and illegal gill-nets in the
Kosi estuarine lake system. Larger individuals caught on live bait and
lures from ski-boats, and sometimes shot by spearﬁshers. Also occasionally taken by shore anglers.

Current
recreational
ﬁshing
regulations

Reference

Daily bag limit: 10 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): They probably receive some
protection in the no-take areas of the iSimangaliso and
Ponto do Ouro MPAs.
Information from the ORI Fish App. www.saambr.org.za

