FACT SHEET
KINGKLIP
Genypterus capensis
Family: Ophidiidae
Other common names: Cuskeel, Koningklip

Description

An elongated ﬁsh with the posterior part of the body tapering to a
point. Both dorsal and anal ﬁns are extended along the body margins
and joined to the tail ﬁn. The small, slender pelvic ﬁns are attached
just behind the lower jaw. Although the skin feels smooth, minute
scales are present. They have a mottled, pinkish-brown colour.

Distribution

Endemic, Swakopmund to Durban.

Habitat

Found in rocky areas of the continental shelf and shelf edge in
depths of 50-800 m but are known to feed over soft sediment.
Video evidence shows that they like to hide in holes and crevices and
can burrow in the sediment. Juveniles are generally found in
shallower water in depths less than 200 m.

Feeding

A nocturnal, sedentary scavenger feeding on a variety of ﬁsh,
crustaceans and squid. The diet of adults consists almost entirely of
bottom-dwelling ﬁsh.

Movement

Little known, juveniles move further oﬀshore into deeper water as
they get older.

Reproduction

Males mature at 62-66 cm and females at 73-81 cm total length, at an
age of 4-5 and 5-7 years respectively. Females grow faster than males.
Spawning occurs on both the southern and western Cape coast from
autumn to spring with peak spawning between June and September.
Kingklip are known to form large spawning aggregations.
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Age and growth

They can reach a maximum size of 160 cm total length and a weight
of 15 kg. They have been aged up to a maximum of 20 years.

Current status

The kingklip stock was heavily overﬁshed during the 1980s but now,
following management intervention, the stock is believed to be
recovering and is being optimally harvested. They have not been
evaluated on the IUCN Red List.
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Green if
caught on demersal longline, Orange if caught in demersal trawls.
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Reference

Although mainly caught as bycatch, kingklip is one of the most
sought-after commercial ﬁsh species due to its high market value.
The hake-directed demersal longline ﬁshery mainly catches adult
kingklip, while most juveniles are caught by the demersal trawl
ﬁshery. The combined total catch of these two ﬁsheries is
approximately 3500 tons per annum. Juveniles are sometimes taken
by ski-boat anglers ﬁshing in deep water.

Daily bag limit: 1 per person per day
Minimum size limit: None
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): It is likely that this species receives
protection within well enforced oﬀshore no-take areas with suitable
habitat throughout its distribution. The Port Elizabeth Corals MPA is
likely to provide important protection for annual spawning
aggregations of kinglip.
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