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GEELBEK

Atractoscion aequidens  
Family: Sciaenidae

Other common names: Cape salmon, Teraglin

Description
An elongate fish that is bluish to coppery above and white below. 
The tail fin is emarginate. The mouth and the inner surface of the gill 
covers are a conspicuous yellow colour

Distribution
Found in southern African waters from Cape Point to northern 
Mozambique, separated from the stock off Angola by cool waters 
off the west coast of South Africa and southern Namibia.

Habitat
A shoaling species found over sandy and rocky substrata to depths 
of 150 m throughout their distribution. Juveniles are found in 
shallower water in the southeastern and southwestern Cape.

Adults feed on sardines, mackerel and maasbanker, while juveniles 
feed on mysid shrimps and anchovies.

Feeding

Movement

Adults undertake an annual seasonal migration from the Western 
Cape to KwaZulu-Natal where they spawn in spring. They then 
migrate back to the Westen Cape during summer where they 
disperse over the Agulhas Banks.
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They reach maturity at 90 cm fork length and an age of 5 years. 
Spawning occurs from August to November in KwaZulu-Natal waters, 
mainly over offshore reefs in depths of 40-60 m, where they form 
large spawning aggregations at night.

Reproduction

Age and growth They can reach a maximum size of 130 cm total length and a weight 
of 14.9 kg. They have been aged to a maximum of 9 years. 

Current status

The geelbek population off South Africa is significantly depleted and 
considered to have collapsed. A stock assessment in 2017 showed 
that while some recovery has taken place since the cut in commercial 
fishing effort between 2003-2006, the spawner biomass is still only at 
approximately 10-11% of their pristine level. They have been evaluated 
as Near Threatened on the IUCN Red List (2020). 
South African Sustainable Seafood Initiative (SASSI) List: Red.

Important seasonal catch of the boat-based commercial and recre-
ational linefishery. Spawning aggregations are actively targeted at 
night during spring in KwaZulu-Natal waters. Also taken as bycatch by 
the inshore demersal trawl fishery. 

Capture

Current 
recreational 

fishing 
regulations

Daily bag limit: 2 per person per day
Minimum size limit: 60 cm total length
Closed Season: None
Other regulations: None
Marine protected areas (MPAs): Geelbek is migratory and there is no 
evidence to date that MPAs are effective in the management of this 
species. However, the recent declaration of the Protea Banks and 
Thukela MPAs and the extension of the Aliwal Shoal MPA with their 
associated ban on night fishing will hopefully provide some 
protection for spawning aggregations of this species.
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