








 11.  MPAs GIVE US OPPORTUNITIES TO FIND NATURAL PRODUCTS

Animals that cannot move use complex 
chemicals to defend themselves. Some 
of these chemical compounds are active 
against viruses, bacteria and even cancer 
cells. These compounds, if extracted, may 
be used to make medicines to help people. 

Perhaps cures for diseases such as cancer 
may be found in the creatures in our deep 
water MPAs.

12. MPAs PROVIDE RESILIANCE TO CLIMATE CHANGE 

A healthy and resilient ocean helps to 
protect humans from some of the negative 
effects of climate change. Healthy oceans, 
where abundant plant life is able to convert 
CO2 into oxygen and where millions of 
animals store carbon in their shells and 
bodies, are able to buffer us from some of 
the effects of climate change.

13. MPAs PROVIDE US WITH ECONOMIC BENEFITS

MPAs help support economic development. 
A health ocean economy needs healthy 
oceans. Without some protection we stand 
the real risk of destroying the foundation 
upon which all of our fi sheries and much 
tourism depends. Healthy oceans are 
necessary for a healthy economy, job 
creation and healthy people.

WHY SHOULD WE CARE ABOUT PROTECTED AREAS IN THE OCEAN?
We need to protect our coast and oceans, for current and future generations. Unless we 
act to protect these areas now, many of our special and unique natural areas and species 
will disappear before our children and grandchildren have a chance to benefi t from them. 

If we destroy these areas now, future generations will lose the opportunity to gain from 
the ecosystem services that they provide us. We will therefore be depriving future 
generations of a healthy marine environment and all that the ocean provides us with.
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Figure 1. The current network of Marine Protected Areas in South Africa (August 2018) showing EEZ.

DOES SOUTH AFRICA NEED MORE MPAs?

YES - The IUCN Convention on Biological Diversity has set a target of at least 10% of the 
world’s oceans should be protected by 2020, if we are to continue to enjoy the benefi ts 
from the ocean.

South Africa has committed to achieving this target but currently only 0.4% of our ocean 
space is protected. 

HOW MUCH OF SOUTH AFRICA’S OCEAN IS PROTECTED IN MPAs?
South Africa has a coastline length of over 3 000km from Kosi Bay on the East Coast to 
the Orange River on the West Coast. Offshore South Africa is responsible for an enormous 
area (214 377km2) stretching 200 nautical miles (+- 360km) offshore around the whole 
coastline. This offshore area is called the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

Along our coast and offshore into the ocean we have many different habitats and 
ecosystems, each one supporting a different variety of marine plants and animals.

South Africa has made good progress with the establishment of a network of 23 inshore 
MPAs around our coastline. These protect nearly all of the coastal ecosystems within 
different biogeographic provinces along the coast (Fig. 1), BUT – this only protects 0.4% 
of South Africa’s marine territory AND none of our offshore marine ecosystems are 
protected. 
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WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW?
After over 10 years of careful research a group of dedicated scientists has developed a 
proposal for the establishment of a network of 22 new MPAs. This network will protect a 
representative portion of our unique marine ecosystems and contribute toward increasing 
our MPA network to 5% of our EEZ.
 
In February 2016 the Department of Environmental Affairs published draft notices for this 
network of new MPAs (Fig. 2). These proposed MPAs have now been through the required 
public participation process.

The proposed MPAs are ready to be proclaimed.

Figure 2. Proposed 22 new MPAs for South Africa.

On land, we would never think that protecting just 0.4% of our land surface was enough – it 
would hardly protect a variety of ecosystems. So too at sea protecting 0.4% is not enough 
to protect the wide range of ecosystems and habitats.

Because we have a very diverse marine environment it is necessary to ensure that there 
is a network of MPAs that adequately protect the different marine ecosystems and their 
associated diversity of life, this includes our offshore marine ecosystems, which are 
currently not protected.
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HOW CAN YOU HELP?
Encourage the Department of Environmental Affairs to promulgate 

the proposed new MPAs for South Africa.

Ask questions when you hear about the proposed mining of our oceans for minerals 
such as oil, gas and phosphates.

Visit our MPAs and share your knowledge and passion for our oceans 
with your family and friends.

Follow us!

           @Saambr                                @saambr                        sa_marine_biological_research

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR SAFEGUARDING SOUTH AFRICA’S OCEAN?
The Department of Environmental Affairs is the Department in the South African 
Government responsible for ocean protection. The Government has a responsibility, in 
terms of our Constitution, to protect our environment, including our ocean.

In South Africa, MPAs are declared through the National Environmental Management: 
Protected Areas Act. 

CAN THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT ENFORCE THE 
MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION OF MPAs? 

Our government has the responsibility to ensure that our MPAs are effectively managed – 
and we as the South African society have the responsibility to assist and ensure that the 
government does what it is supposed to do.

WHAT DOES SAAMBR HAVE TO DO WITH MPAs?

SAAMBR, through our scientists based at the Oceanographic Research Institute have, 
since the early 1970s, been working towards the protection of important marine and coastal 
areas on the east coast of South Africa. Many of these places are now proclaimed MPAs. 
Our ongoing research is helping to prove the fundamental importance and value of these 
MPAs.

To learn more visit the websites:   
www.marineprotectedareas.org.za    

www.saambr.org.za  
www.mpaforum.org.za
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Join the “Only This Much” campaign and spread awareness in your community:
www.onlythismuch.co.za
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